YOUNG INVESTIGATORS WORKSHOP - GUT-LIVER AXIS - IBD & PSC
Friday, August 28, 2026 | Boston, MA

7:30 - 8:00 Breakfast

8:00-8:15 Goals of the IPSCSG Young Investigators Workshop

SESSION 1: The Gut-Liver Axis in PSC

Moderators: Johannes Hov, Palak Trivedi
8:15-8:30 Designing High-Impact Gut-Liver Axis Research: Opportunities and Pitfalls

8:30-8:50 Which Came First? Serial Gnotobiotic Transfer Indicates the Cholestatic Liver Is the Upstream Driver

of a Colitogenic Gut Microbiota in a PSC-UC Model
8:50 -9:10 Regional Localization and Selective MLN Translocation of PSC-Derived Klebsiella Pneumoniae
Define a Gut-MLN-Liver Axis in PSC
9:10-9:30 FMT in PSC: Resetting the Gut-Liver Axis
9:30-9:50 PPARa Agonism May Improve Both Hepatic and Intestinal Inflammation in PSC-IBD
9:50-10:10  CATCh Study: CARBALIVE for the Treatment of Cholestatic Liver Disease

10:10-10:35 Break: Networking, Refreshments

Joshua Korzenik
Cynthia Levy

8:15 am - 10:10 am

Johannes Hov

Muyiwa Awoniyi

Haruka Okada

Reinier Stamatiou

Mahesh Krishna
George Howell

SESSION 2: Disease Mechanisms and Pathogenesis 10:35 am — 11:50 am

Moderators:  Scott Snapper, Ashwin Ananthakrishna

10:35-10:50 From Omics to Mechanism: How to Build a Translational PSC Research Program
10:50-11:10 A Single-Cell Exploration of the Bile Duct Cellular Landscape in Early-Stage PSC
11:10-11:30 mRNA-Mediated Rescue of Barrier Dysfunction in a Patient-Derived Organoid Model of PSC
11:30-11:50 Multi-Platform Autoantibody Profiling in PSC and IBD

11:50-1:00  Lunch and Poster Viewing

SESSION 3: Epidemiology and Outcomes

Moderator: Christoph Schramm, Chris Bowlus

1:00-1:15 Pearls in Outcomes Research and Registry-Based Studies in PSC; How to Interpret Observational
Data: Confounding, Immortal Time Bias and Causal Inferences in PSC Research

1:15-1:35 The Effect of Inflammatory Bowel Disease Activity on Disease Progression of PSC

1:35-1:55 Developing PSC in Patients With IBD: Medication-Related Risk and Protective Factors

1:55-2:15 Location and Activity of IBD Associated with Colectomy but Not Liver Transplant-Free Survivalin PSC

2:15-2:35 Predicting 5-Year Transplant-Free Survival in Primary Sclerosing Cholangitis: A Machine Learning
Approach Integrating sVAP-1, Liver Biochemistry, and Demographic Predictors

2:35-2:35 Colectomy Does Not Reduce Cholangiocarcinoma Risk in PSC-IBD: A Large EHR Cohort Study

2:55-3:20 Break: Networking, Refreshments

SESSION 4: Clinical Phenotypes and Outcomes

Moderator: David Assis, Cynthia Levy

3:20-3:40 Comparative Outcomes of PSC with & without Comorbid IBD: A Systematic Review and Meta-
Analysis

3:40-4:00 Preoperative Endoscopic and Histologic Predictors of Pouchitis after IPAA in PSC-IBD

4:00-4:20 Residual Native Colorectal Mucosa and Risk of Metachronous Colorectal Neoplasia in PSC-IBD

Joshua Korzenik

Rali Aleksandrova

Jesse Kirkpatrick
Romina Esbati

1:00 pm - 2:55 pm

Bettina E. Hansen

Bregje Mol
Omid Yazdani
Dennis Sneek

Amy Morris

Adrielly Martins

3:20 pm - 4:20 pm

Daljeet Chahal

Jutta van Crevel

Ludwig Less-Horst

4:20-4:35 Closing Faculty Roundtable — Building a Career in PSC Research: Collaboration, Mentorship, and Future Opportunities



IPSCSG BIENNIAL MEETING
Saturday, August 29 - Sunday, August 30, 2026 | Boston, MA

AUGUST 29 (SATURDAY)

7:30 — 8:00
8:00-8:15

SESSION 1:
Chairs:
8:15-8:35
8:35-8:55
8:55 -9:15
9:15-9:30

9:30 - 9:45

SESSION 2:
Chair:
9:45-10:00
10:00-10:15
10:15-10:30
10:30-10:45
10:45-11:00

11:00-11:15

SESSION 3:
Chair:

11:15-11:30
11:30-11:45
11:45-12:00
12:00-12:15

12:15-1:15

Breakfast

Introduction

New Ideas in Pathophysiology of PSC

Cynthia Levy, Joshua Korzenik

From Immunogenetics to Causal Factors in PSC: Role of EBV infection
New Insights into the Liver-Gl conversation

PSC as Mitochondrial Disease

Discussion

Break

The Microbiome in PSC

David Assis

Gut Microbiome Signatures in PSC

Microbial Metabolites, Bile Acids, and Liver Injury
Microbiota-related Therapeutics

E. coli Virulence Factor

Discussion

Break

Immunity & Fibrosis
Christoph Schramm

Mechanistic Interrogation of Increased Susceptibility to Cholangiocarcinoma in PSC

Fibrosis in PSC

Cholangiocyte RUNX1 Orchestrates Fibrogenic and Inflammatory Signaling to Drive Biliary Fibrosis

Discussion

Lunch and Poster Viewing

IPSCSG Secretariat Voting Session

1:15-1:25
1:25-1:35
1:35-1:45

1:45-1:50

SESSION 3:
Chair:
1:50-2:05

SESSION 4:
Chair:
2:05-2:20
2:20-2:35
2:35-2:45

2:45-3:15

New secretariat
Reelections
Nominations

IPSC Award Presentation

Immunity & Fibrosis (cont’d)
Christoph Schramm

Multiomic Cellular System Profiling Identifies that PSC progression is Characterized by Step-wise

Immune Recruitment Followed by Immune Exhaustion

Novel Concepts on Autoimmunity in PSC-IBD
Ansgar Lohse

Integrin avB6in PSC

Immunology Shaping Microbiome Dysbiosis in UC and PSC
Discussion

Break

8:15 am - 9:30 am
Tom Karlsen

Johannes Hov
Marcia Haigis

9:45 am - 11:00 am
Yang-Yu Liu
Bernd Schnabl

Palak Trivedi
Burcin Ozdirik

11:15 am - 12:15 pm
Yury Popov

Youngmin Lee
Sayed Obi Aseem

1:15 pm - 1:45 pm

1:50 pm - 2:05 pm

Diana Nakib

2:05 pm - 2:45 pm

Ludwig Less-Horst
Ivan Vujkovic-Cvijin



SESSION 5:
Chair:
3:15-3:25
3:25-3:35
3:35-3:50
3:50-4:05
4:05-4:15

SESSION 6:
Chair:
4:15-4:25
4:25-4:40
4:40-5:00

6:30 -9:30

Clinical Trials & Emerging Therapies

John Eaton

Nebokitug

Elefibranor in PSC

Norurso, FXR Agonists in PSC

Designing the Next Generation of PSC trials: Endpoints, Biomarkers
Discussion

Patient Voices

TBD

Living with PSC: Patient Priorities and Advocacy in Research
Patient-led Research Project Updates

Living Related Donors — The Patient Perspective

Social Event / Dinner

AUGUST 30 (SUNDAY)

7:30 — 8:00

SESSION 7:
Chair:
8:00-8:15
8:15-8:30
8:30-8:45
8:45-9:00

SESSION 8:
Chair:
9:00-9:15
9:15-9:30
9:30-9:45
9:45-10:00
10:00-10:15

10:15-11:00

SESSION 9:
Chair:
11:00-11:15

11:15-11:30

11:30-11:45

SESSION 10:

Chairs:

11:45-12:00

12:00-12:15

12:15-1:00

Breakfast

Transplantation

Cynthia Levy

Liver Transplantation for PSC & CCA

Biomarkers for Disease Recurrence after Liver Transplantation

Graft Outcomes After Liver Transplantation for PSC in the Machine Perfusion Era
Discussion

Cholangiocarcinoma — Early Detection & Treatment

Dan Pratt

Cholangiocarcinoma for the Hepatologist

Early Radiological Signs Associated with Diagnosis of PSC

Future Biomarkers for Early Cholangiocarcinoma Detection

Statin Use is Associated with Reduced Cholangiocarcinoma Risk in PSC
Discussion

Break, Poster Tour

Gut-Liver Axis — PSC & IBD
Gideon Hirschfield
Why Medications for IBD Do Not Work for PSC

Getting the Guts Right: Benchmarking Faecal DNA Extraction Methods for Comprehensive

Microbiota Detection for the FARGO Clinical Trial
Discussion

Future Directions
Cynthia Levy, Joshua Korzenik

What Registries Existin PSC, What Other Biobanks, Databases, or Other Are Needed to

Advance Research
Future Directions in Research in PSC

Lunch & Farewell

3:15 pm - 4:15 pm

Chris Bowlus
Cynthia Levy
Michael Trauner
Gideon Hirschfield

4:15 pm - 4:25 pm
Ricky Safer

Steve Rossi
TBD

8:15 am - 9:00 am
Julie Heimbach

ChannaR. Jayasekera
Abhishek Rao

9:00 am - 10:15 am
James Cleary
Quentin Vanderbecq

Pedro Rodrigues
Adrielly Martins

11:00 am — 11:45 am
Christoph Schramm

Josh Korzenik
ChannaR. Jayasekera

11:45 am - 12:15 pm

Annika Bergquist

David Assis



